[The anti-arrhythmia drug quinidine as an alternative in the treatment of severe falciparum malaria].
Parenteral quinine is the most effective treatment for severe falciparum malaria. It is not easily available in Switzerland and so dangerous delays treating patients may occur. The antiarrhythmic drug quinidine, usually stocked by hospitals, is an alternative drug for malaria treatment. We report the cases of two patients with severe malaria imported from Kenya. They were treated first with intravenous quinidine sulfate over 3 days and for another 4 days with peroral quinidine sulfate. The therapeutic response was excellent. During the 2 months posttherapeutic period no recrudescence of Plasmodium falciparum occurred. 20 mg/kg b.w./die of quinidine given intravenously seems to be an adequate dose in severe falciparum malaria.